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Editorial Preface µ Vorbemerkung der Herausgeber
Smith College had philosophical reasons for establishing a foreign studies program 
in Germany just 15 years after the end of the Second World War. At the University 
of Hamburg, the College found an institution that likewise wanted to replace a 
period of terror with international and cultural understanding. It was a brave 
undertaking, also for the parents of young people traveling far away to a country 
split between East and West and at the epicenter of the Cold War. Air travel and the 
telephone were too expensive for common use, and letters were the main source of 
communication. They were a precious source of communication for families then, 
and they are a precious source of history for us now. Nearly all of the documents 
we have chosen for this section are letters.
 There were also pedagogical reasons for choosing Hamburg. Then as now, stu-
dents were expected to use and to master German, and during the years of the 
program’s founding, a premium was placed on the sound and quality of Hochdeutsch 
(High German) in the North. From a practical standpoint, Hamburg was desirable 
because it was not overrun by tourists or other foreign studies programs. 
 Who were the founders of the program? Smith’s sixth president, for one, Thomas 
C. Mendenhall (1910–1998), who demonstrated his commitment to the venture by 
traveling to Germany in the summer of 1960 to look for a program site. With him 
was the formidable Marie Schnieders (1906–1973), a medievalist and philologist 
from the Department of German who served as class dean and whom students 
revered and feared (she was also Sylvia Plath’s German teacher). The letters from 
Marie Schnieders show her command of German, and they show her as a person 
more generally in command. Thomas C. Mendenhall was a historian who came 
from Yale to assume the presidency of Smith in 1959 and remained in the position 
until 1975. His ties to Yale explain the strong presence of Yale students on the 
Smith program in Hamburg. The letters from him that we have chosen demonstrate 
his involvement in every aspect of the program: its establishment, housing for 
students, communication with the program director, Reinhard Lettau. One letter is 
addressed to the parents of students who were to visit Berlin shortly after the Wall 
was erected; a “copy” of that letter to Reinhard Lettau parodies the letter to the 
parents and shows Thomas C. Mendenhall’s robust sense of fun. We have also 
included a memorandum from Thomas C. Mendenhall to the faculty of Smith 
College in which the establishment of the American Studies Diploma Program is 
announced and described.
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 The letters from the Hamburg side are written by Richard Münzner, from 1952 
to 1970 the Syndikus of the University of Hamburg (a lawyer and central adminis-
trative figure, the syndic had an office in the Hauptgebäude of the University of 
Hamburg and provided continuity that complemented the yearly rotation of rec-
tors). In understated and reliable fashion, Münzner’s letters are cordial and sensi-
ble, resourceful and detailed.
 The first director of the program, Reinhard Lettau (1929–1996), was a member 
of the Gruppe 47 whose writings enjoyed considerable fame during the 1960s and 
1970s and who taught at the University of California at San Diego after leaving 
Smith. His long letter to William Bodden, the treasurer and controller of Smith 
College from 1946 to 1965, gives a condensed and vivid sense of the director’s 
endless and varied tasks (and of the financial hardships for professors of his gener-
ation). Lettau’s doodles on the list of students from his second year as director give 
an idea of what he must have been like. We have included letters to Lettau from 
Thomas C. Mendenhall, Richard Münzner, and Paul G. Graham, his colleague in 
the Department of German, as well as a handwritten aerogram from Klemens von 
Klemperer (1916–2012), his colleague in the Department of History, that ends by 
mentioning that Marion Gräfin Dönhoff will be awarded an honorary degree from 
Smith College in May of 1962.
 Our choice of documents owes much to Gertraud Gutzmann, who studied the 
program files when she was directing the program in Hamburg and preparing a talk 
about its origins. She scanned some papers, especially from the program’s early 
years, and in so doing inspired Margaret Zelljadt to sort through the papers and 
transfer the important ones to the Smith College Archives. That is where half of 
them now are, and the project is ongoing.
 We conclude our collection with three documents that illustrate how the program 
has flourished and achieved its goal of cultural and international understanding: 
the Faculty Exchange Agreement from 1979, signed by Jill Conway (the president 
of Smith College from 1975 to 1985) and Peter Fischer-Appelt (the president of the 
University of Hamburg from 1970 to 1991); a letter from Carol Christ (the president 
of Smith College from 2002 to 2013) to Jobst B. Mielck, the chairman of the board 
of the University Gästehaus, in which she thanks him for years of friendship; and 
finally a summary by Deanna Gaunce Nebert ’69 of the celebration in honor of the 






































SMITH COLLEGE JUNIOR YEAR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAMBURG
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, 23–25 JUNE 2011 
Forty-six alumnae returned to Hamburg and registered for the entire week-
end event. The reception on Thursday evening had about 85 attendees; the 
gala dinner on Saturday evening had 72. The numbers compare favorably 
with those from the 40th anniversary celebration. Unfortunately, there were 
no participants from colleges other than Smith (ten years ago at least two 
Yale JYA participants had attended). This is an area where we can improve, 
and we will work more to encourage former students from colleges associ-
ated with the JYA program to return in future. 
 As the present JYA director in Hamburg Jocelyne Kolb ’72 noted, the 
celebration was a play in fi ve acts.
Act I 
We registered in the Gästehaus der Universität at Rothenbaumchaussee 34 on 
Thursday afternoon. Welcoming remarks made by 
•  Carrie Cadwell Brown, Executive Director, Alumnae Association of 
Smith College 
•  Prof. Dr. Dieter Lenzen, President, University of Hamburg
•  Carol T. Christ, President, Smith College 
•  Prof. em. Dr. Jobst B. Mielck, Board of Directors, Stiftung Weltweite 
Wissenschaft and Chairman of the Trustees for the Gästehaus der 
Universität
•  Gertraud Gutzmann, Prof. emerita, Smith College, and Director of the 
JYA program in Hamburg many times
emphasized the role of the relationship between Smith College and the 
University of Hamburg as a bridge between the United States and Germany 
and as a model of global understanding. Prof. Mielck pointed out that the 
Smith program had been a “guest” ever since the building had become the 
Gästehaus of the University; the College even contributed to renovations and 
was awarded a medal in recognition of its service to the Gästehaus. We were 
particularly honored to have presidents of both the University and the Col-
lege at the reception. Prof. Lenzen mentioned how important the program 
is considered at the University of Hamburg; the Smith JYA program is the 
most enduring of all such programs in Hamburg. There has long been an 
exchange for German students to Smith each year, and a faculty exchange 
agreement between Smith-Hamburg was signed in 1979. All these exchanges 
are thriving at present and are highly regarded in Hamburg. Smith President 
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Carol Christ expressed the importance of all the JYA programs for Smith, 
in particular the Hamburg program. 
 Wine and appetizers were served at the reception; participants renewed 
old friendships over dinner and an evening at leisure in smaller groups.
 
Act II 
In her brief remarks at the Museum für Völkerkunde, Rothenbaumchaussee 
64, on Friday morning, Jocelyne Kolb thanked the “stage hands” whose 
support made the event possible: Jutta Gutzeit, Jad Davis, and Carrie C. 
Brown. Jocelyne also thanked Marianne Schumann, Willy Schumann’s wid-
ow, for the beautiful bouquet of white, gold, and blue fl owers (Smith’s col-
ors) at Thursday’s reception. Two former directors of the JYA program in 
Hamburg sent their greetings: Hans Vaget, who was busy with work on 
Wagner in California, and Margaret Zelljadt, who had suddenly become ill 
(but indomitably joined the group on Saturday evening). Earlier program 
directors Gertraud Gutzmann and Joe McVeigh were on hand for the entire 
weekend.
 We continued with a faculty panel discussion, “Smith College and the Uni-
versity of Hamburg: Change and Exchange,” moderated by Jocelyne Kolb, 
with panelists
•  Craig Davis, Professor of English Language and Literature, Smith College
•  Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Peter Fischer-Appelt, President emeritus, University of 
Hamburg
•  Prof. em. Dr. Bettina Friedl, American Literature and Culture, University 
of Hamburg
Professor Fischer-Appelt outlined the history of the JYA program and the 
faculty exchange begun in 1979, comparing the origins of both and their 
continuing execution to Beethoven’s Fifth and Sixth symphonies: After the 
explosion of the Fifth (the beginnings of the programs), the Sixth (the an-
nual studies) lulls the listener into thinking that “nothing happens, but at 
the highest possible level.” He pointed out that the JYA program in 1961–62 
had eleven students, but that since then more than 700 have studied with 
Smith in Hamburg, while at least two German students have gone to Smith 
each year.
 Professor Friedl, who taught two fall terms in American Studies at Smith 
in 1996 and 2002, described the excitement she felt when teaching and 
meeting Americans “in their native habitat.” She learned from her students 
just as they profi ted from her outside perspective. She emphasized the 
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importance not only of the student exchange, but also of the faculty ex-
change between Hamburg and Smith.
 Professor Davis supported the argument by pointing out that an English 
professor from Smith might be considered out of place in Hamburg. How-
ever, as an expert on medieval studies as well as old Nordic and Celtic lan-
guages, he was able to expand his course offerings to include the “Viking 
diaspora” and to compare the Vikings’ Althing (970) with the U.S. Consti-
tution (1787). Davis also mentioned fi nding important evidence in the 
Danewerk near Schleswig for determining more exactly when the epic 
poem Beowulf was written.
 In the question and answer period, other benefi ts of the exchange were 
pointed out. The “exotic” nature of the experience was praised, as was the 
advantage to faculty of a freedom from administrative duties. But it is often 
diffi cult to explain benefi ts to those not involved as students or faculty. 
Participants themselves have no doubt about its value. Some benefi ts are 
entirely unexpected. For example, the role of Germanists in foreign coun-
tries becomes clearer to professors from Hamburg who participate in the 
faculty exchange. 
 As the discussion ended, Professor Kolb asked that the panel’s responses 
be regarded as exemplary, not simply as particular to these speakers. 
 The second panel discussion dealt with “Hamburg and Beyond.” Joseph 
McVeigh, Professor of German Studies at Smith, moderated; panelists were:
•  Sarah Thomas ’70, then Librarian, Bodleian Library, Oxford University
•  Jane Carroll ’76, Assistant Dean and Senior Lecturer, Art History, 
Dartmouth College
•  Ania Ferstl AMS Dipl. ’06, then Online Editor, Motivado.de 
•  Lyudmyla Kovalenko ’09, then DAAD graduate fellow, Charité-Universitäts-
medizin Berlin 
Ania Ferstl explained that attending Smith in 2005–06 had given her the 
enthusiasm to pursue a career in a start-up, despite the unusual nature of her 
choice. She said her Smith friends and acquaintances had provided the most 
encouragement for her decision. She has also become more aware of gender 
issues since her Smith experience.
 Sarah Thomas framed her recollections of the year in Hamburg by re-
calling the invasion of Czechoslovakia in the summer of 1968 and ending 
with the Apollo moon shot in 1969. She set sail for Europe on the S.S. 
United States, and she proceeded to navigate her way through an unchart-
ed world when she reached Hamburg. She summed up her experience as 
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learning the importance of not being judgmental in dealing with other people.
 Jane Carroll outlined four major areas which were affected by her Ham-
burg year in 1974–75: personal growth, language acquisition, world citizen-
ship, and scholarship. She realized that academic and daily languages are 
entirely different and illustrated the difference with the following story. She 
had put a container of yoghurt in her dormitory’s refrigerator. When she 
returned later, the yoghurt had been eaten. Jane exclaimed, “Was ist das für 
ein Diebesgesindel!” – to which a young man replied, “Jane, no one has used 
the word Diebesgesindel since Goethe died!” Jane emphasized the impor-
tance of the year abroad for her because she was able to see physical works 
of art rather than work from slides. In summary, the year taught her to live 
in two cultures and adapt to both.
 Lyudmyla Kovalenko became the fi rst master’s student in the medical 
neurosciences program at the Charité in Berlin following her graduation from 
Smith. She attributed her confi dence to the Smith legacy. She told of her in-
terview in the early morning, in the basement of the old psych ward at the 
Charité, and related the following exchange: “Lyudmyla, we don’t want to 
waste time making mistakes here,” to which she replied: “I don’t either.” 
 In the question and answer period, changes in the JYA program were 
discussed. Do Skype and Internet access enhance the program or detract 
from it? Is living abroad more common today than in earlier Smith genera-
tions? Joe McVeigh, in responding to a question about what sets Hamburg 
apart from, say, Geneva or Paris, maintained that having studied in Germa-
ny made people assume that he was particularly intelligent, which prompted 
the audience to laugh. On a more serious note, he remarked that students 
who spend their junior year in Germany have taken a more unusual path, 
and that a year in Italy or France is a more common choice for students. 
Act III
Friday afternoon we could choose among fi ve guided walking tours:
•  Rainer Nicolaysen, University of Hamburg, offered a tour of the 
University campus and former Jewish quarter (in German);
•  Eckart Krause, University of Hamburg, offered a tour of the University 
campus and former Jewish quarter (in English);
•  Kai Jensen, University of Hamburg, and John Burk, Smith College, 
offered a tour of the Botanical Garden in Klein Flottbek;
•  Deborah Ockert ’73 offered a tour of the new BallinStadt Emigration Museum; 
•  Susanne Gommert, AMS Dipl. ’75, and I led a tour of the Ernst Barlach 
Haus and of the Jenischhaus in Hamburg’s Jenischpark.
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In the evening, we split into smaller groups for dinner at restaurants we 
chose ourselves.
Act IV
Early Saturday morning, there was an optional visit to a local market in 
front of the Museum für Völkerkunde on the Rothenbaumchaussee. At 9:30 
a.m. the whole group set off on an architectural bus tour of Hamburg, which 
took us around the outer and inner Alster lakes, through the inner city to 
Altona, then to the steps of Övelgönne, where we walked down to the Elbe. 
From there the bus took us through the new HafenCity urban development 
project, then back to the Rothenbaumchaussee. The changes in Hamburg in 
the past decades have been extensive; especially remarkable is the HafenCity, 
under construction for the past ten years and projected to continue for the 
next fi fteen. The new Hamburg Elbphilharmonie is a visible landmark with its 
dramatic design (its projected cost of 400 million Euros also now stands at 
about three times the original estimate). The historic warehouses of the Spei-
cherstadt are still standing, but new buildings for businesses, shops, and 
condominium apartments are rapidly going up south of them. The Zollhafen 
no longer exists – you can now walk or ride through the former customs 
zone without stopping to declare goods or pay duty.
 We spent the afternoon sight-seeing, shopping, or just plain napping – all 
the activity and conversation were as exhausting as they were exhilarating!
Act V
Saturday evening we met at 6 p.m. on the Landungsbrücken for a boat tour 
preceding the gala dinner at the restaurant VLET in what remains of the 
historic Speicherstadt. Special thanks and a hearty round of applause were 
extended to the planning committee for all their hard work. Conversations 
extended into the late evening, until the celebration had to come to an end. 
See you again in Hamburg at the 60th anniversary celebration sometime in 
2021/22!
Deanna Gaunce Nebert ’69
(written in July 2011)
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University of Hamburg in front of the Gästehaus in the Rothenbaumchaussee, April 2017
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